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Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System
White Paper

This document is the intellectual property of Enlighten Designs Ltd. No part of this document may be
distributed by any means without the express written consent from the Director of Enlighten Designs
Ltd. This document contains confidential and prudent information concerning Enlighten Designs Ltd’s
pricing structure, solutions and recommendations. By reading the following pages your organisation,

employees or representatives, agrees not to reproduce or make any part of this document available to
any persons outside their organisation.
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Foreword

This document has been designed to provide clients with an overview of the Vadmin 3.0 Content
Management System. The features and tool sets have been clearly identified and broken down to give

clients a clear understanding of system functionality and benefits.

Introduction to Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System

Vadmin 3.0 is a modular collection of common website maintenance products.
Modular by nature, you can “snap on” additional modules, paying only for the features you need.

The Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System Enterprise Edition is a web-based application that allows
web editors and administrators to modify, create and delete website content, templates, or images from

any computer with an Internet connection.

The Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System is robust, reliable, and has been independently verified for

use on Windows Server 2003.

Developed specifically for Enterprise websites, this system focuses on usability for lower end users. A

primary focus is also ease of use and management for higher end users and developers.

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System can generate XHTML compliant code producing more

accessible websites for users, differing web browsers, mobile devices, and search engines.

An excellent tool for a complete CMS solution - Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System Enterprise
Edition is highly flexible allowing web designers a free reign, and developers unlimited potential in a .NET

environment.
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Technology

General Development

Vadmin 3.0 utilises the latest and most reliable technologies available.

Built in ASP.NET, all products have a 3-tier architecture and were developed in a 100% .NET managed
environment. Vadmin 3.0 products employ a SQL database back-end, and an ASP.NET Application

Server front-end.

Web Services

Vadmin 3.0 exposes multiple web services for external application integration and Single Sign On

support.

The Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System includes a web service for extended use and product
integration.

Authentication

The Vadmin 3.0 authentication web service allows external applications to use Vadmin as their

creditental store. Applications can authenticate users and return their roles at system level security.

Software Development Kit

For advanced extension development, Vadmin 3.0 products have compiled help files, listing the
methods and properties on each of the Vadmin 3.0 tier assemblies. Please see the separate Software

Development Kit documentation for more information.
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System Structure

The Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System has a hierarchical structure, as outlined in the diagram
below.

Client

Website

Sections Templates Mavigation Menus

Pages

Content Blocks

Website - All content is associated to a website. The URL(s) of the website defines where physical files

are published to, the creation and storage of directories and so forth. All websites are associated to a
client.
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Sections - Sections may be enabled or disabled on a website. Sections are simply the support of
additional directories for content (sections, pages and content blocks) within the root directory of a

website.

Templates - Simply put, a template defines what content should look like and where content is placed
within a page. Templates can also define security, navigation structure, Meta data as well as the type of

data being displayed.

Templates may be associated to sections or to the root directory of a website. Templates are assigned

to pages and define the look of that page.

A page does not have to have a template, as content can be pulled from the Vadmin 3.0 Content
Management System without being physically a part of the CMS, by using page or content block IDs.

Navigation Menus - Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System supports multiple types of navigation -
graphic, text, Flash and JavaScript/DHTML.

Navigation Menus can be easily updated by website editors, as templates use a navigation ID that

defines what navigation menu is used and where pages are pulled from.

Navigation Menus are easily created via a wizard and can also display a “friendly name” if required on
the website.

In a section enabled website, Navigation Menus are generally associated to sections.

Content Blocks - All content can be divided into content blocks. A content block has a title, content,

archive date and “go live” date.

The archive date defines when a content block is to be removed from the website, while the “go live”

date allows content to be published to the website at a later date.
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Design and Development Benefits and Features

Customised designs and templates

Designing for the web has enough restrictions and considerations as it is, without having to worry about

designs that will work within the rigid confines of a CMS product.

That is why a primary focus of the Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System is the ability for web site

designers to have complete freedom with their designs.

Once a design has been turned into HTML, a development company simply adds the necessary controls

to pull and display data in the specified area(s).

Highly flexible, data can be pulled from multiple pages, or partial data can be displayed i.e. the first 50

characters of a specific content block.

As Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System utilises .Net controls, developers can easily define content

areas, navigation menus and image placements on templates, for latest specials or product placements.

Designs can utilise an array of technology - from DHTML menus to embedded Flash movies, Vadmin 3.0

Content Management System has the ability to support this and more!

Site Structure

Your website structure can utilise a range of technologies with as many tiers of navigation as you

require.

Controls can even be implemented for use on dynamic site map pages, with the site structure being

updated as a section/page is added to your website by content editors and administrative staff.
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Display Content Anywhere

Due to the technology used in developing the Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System, content can be

displayed at any point on a webpage.

ASP.NET controls give developers the ability to meet designer’s expectations, while allowing for the

general maintenance of the website to be undertaken by content editors and administrative staff.

Multiple Design Templates

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System websites can use multiple design templates.
This allows you to include different design elements from section to section in your website.
For example you could have a “products” template with your major product brands incorporated into the

design.

When a Content Editor creates a page they can select which design template they wish to use and the
file is then written to the web site. This means that once a template is loaded, you can create pages

easily without the need for high end computer users.

Dynamic Creation of Website Sections

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System supports the dynamic creation of website sections. Website

Administrators can easily create new website sections with a single click.

Sections can have specific templates associated to them, or may use templates from a root directory.

Secure Areas

Easily create member areas in your website using secure templates.

Whether your website security it is tiered or role based, Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System allows
you to easily add security controls to templates, so content editors can happily create and modify

content secured for specific website roles or members.
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Redirectors and pointers from secure pages are easily defined in templates. Alternatively you may

choose to pull content from a specific page or content block to a secure page or area.

Predefined Formatting Technologies (CSS Support)

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System utilises predefined formatting technologies so that only

predefined text styles can be used within your website content.

The predefined formatting technologies, or Style Sheets, control how elements such as text, links, titles

and images are displayed. This ensures a high level of consistency throughout the website.

The use of consistent formatting in website content improves website aesthetics, enhances website

functionality, and maintains your corporate branding.

Physically Created Pages

With Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System pages are created on the server rather than being

created in a database.

This means that query strings are not used and you can have nice, straight forward, meaningful URLSs.

For example instead of having:

You can have:

This is easier for website users to understand and can also be indexed by Search Engines.
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Breadcrumbs Support

Breadcrumbs enable website users to understand exactly where they are in a website at any time.
Breadcrumbs improve website navigation as when a website user navigates through a website, the path

to the current page being viewed is displayed as a series of links.

When viewing a “company vision”, the breadcrumb chain showing the path the website user took to get

to that page would be displayed. For example:

Home > About Us > Company Profile > Company Vision

The website user can easily navigate to previous pages by clicking any on the page names within the

breadcrumb chain.
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Security Benefits and Features

Vadmin 3.0 Administration Roles

Vadmin 3.0 systems have four basic levels of access:

System Administrator
Client Administrator
Website Administrator

Content Editors
A System Administrator has the highest level of access and can add, edit and delete clients.

The next level of access is the Client Administrator. A Client Administrator can add, edit and delete
websites assoicated to a client and also add new users (Content Editors).

The next level of access is via the Website Administrator role. A Website Administrator can add, edit and

delete templates, navigation menus and website roles.

A template can be section specific or can be applied to an entire website by being available in the root

directory. It is via a website template that developers define navigation types, data, classes etc.

A website role is what a standard Content Editor is associated to. Website roles can be assoicated to
sections or specific pages in a section. Website roles also define the level of access that a Content
Editor has on those pages or sections. For example Role One may only allow assigned Website Editors
to modify content with approval on the About Us section, while Role 2 allows assigned Website Editors
Delete and Add access on the About Us section.

Content Editors may be assigned to multiple website roles, allowing a flexible and robust system for the

administering of content maintenance.

Please see the below organisation chart for more information.
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Website Roles

When a new website role is created, Website Administrators define what level of access a role has.

There are four levels of access that can be associated to a website role:

Add access - Allows a Content Editor assigned this permission to add new pages and content
blocks to the website or defined section.

Modify access full control - Allows a Content Editor assigned this permission to add content
without approval, and publish any changes directly to the website for the assigned pages and or
sections. The website editor can also edit associated pages to section navigation menus and
assign new pages.

Modify access with approval - Allows a Content Editor to modify content for the assigned pages
and or sections, however changes are not published to the website as they must be approved
by a Website Administrator.

Delete access - Allows a Content Editor assigned this permission, to delete pages and content

blocks to the assignhed pages and or sections.
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Content Editors can be associated to multiple website roles, allowing different levels of access on

different pages and or sections.

Multi-tiered Security

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System includes full multi tiered internal security. Security is role
based with Website Administrators having complete control over Content Editor’s rights. Website

Administrators may create, edit, and remove logins and security roles.

Granular Security

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System includes granular security. The access and actions users may

perform may be secured down to an individual page level.

Document Approval

This is an optional feature that requires content to be approved by a Website Administrator or content

before it is published.

This feature reduces the occurrence of errors and helps enforce a high standard of content.
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When a Website Administrator first logs into the Vadmin 3.0 backend, they are presented with a list of

pages and content awaiting their approval.

By clicking on the content waiting for approval, they can choose to decline or accept the change. If the

change is accepted, the updated content is published to the live site.

If the change is declined, the updated content is removed.

Section Template Support

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System supports section design templates that may only be used
within specific sections of the site.

For example, you could enforce the use of a secure template in a particular section of your website so

staff can not accidentally leave confidential information open to the public.

Update Details

Website Administrators and Content Editors can update and edit their own details including email
information and passwords.
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Content Editing Benefits and Features

Easy to Use Interface

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System includes easy to use administration interfaces.
This means you don’t need to dedicate large amounts of time to staff training and even the least
computer literate staff will be able to confidently update your website, as a Website Administrator or as a

Content Editor.

Multiple Editing Controls

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System offers multiple editing controls with many rich text editing

features.

When a Client Administrator adds a new user, they define the editing control this Content Editor has

access to.

Have even greater control over what specific Content Editors can achieve, by only giving access to

limited editing controls.

Custom Title Tags

Title tags are among the several types of meta-data indexed by search engines.
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Don't loose out on search engine indexing just because you are employing a content management

system.

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System allows you to set custom title tags for every page in your

website when a new page is added or edited.

Website templates can define initial information such as the company name and tag lines, or title tags

may be template specific without the need for custom title tags to be added.

Image Upload and Optimisation System

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System includes a full image resize and optimisation system.

Images can be uploaded without being resized or resized during uploading to one of three predefined

sizes (small, medium, large).

When you upload an image using any of the three resize options the image is automatically optimised

through a re-sampling process for highest quality and download speed during web use.
Excellent for Content Editors who are not familiar with graphics software, as the three image sizes are

defined by Website Administrators in the website configuration area. This means images must be resized

to a standard company size when being used.
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Image Gallery

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System has an image manager to create folders and manage your

website images with ease.

View your uploaded images as thumbnails for easier tracking and define the number of images that you

wish to see per page. You can also move folders from one folder to another.

Find images quickly by using the Search feature that searches for the name of your image.

File Upload System
Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System has a file upload system for PDF, Power Point, Word

Documents, MP3s and other types of files.
Allow your website users to download important files directly from your website.
Easy to use, Content Editors simply choose to browse their computer and upload the chosen file.

Files can then be linked to in content and defined to open in a new window.
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Hyper Linking Tool

Link to internal or external web-pages, images, and downloadable files easily.

All of the Vadmin 3.0 controls have the ability for links to open in a new browser, to retain the smooth

navigation of a website.

Content Editors can also easily create anchor tags, to link to content within the same page or to specific

points on different pages.

HTML Editing of Content

Using Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System, more advanced users can view and edit content in
HTML view.

Create New Website Pages

Adding pages to the Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System is easy!

A Content Editor chooses their section and then clicks on ‘Add page’. From here the Content Editor

simply fills in a form.

Pages can be internal, within Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System, or external to Vadmin 3.0

Content Management System.

Display Last Updated Information

Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System has the ability to display last updated information on website

pages wherever this is required.

Dynamic Navigation Menus

Once a Content Editor has created a new web page, it is time to add this to a navigation menu.
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Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System allows websites to have multiple dynamic navigation menus
that you add newly created pages to or remove pages from. Updating your navigation menus is easy,

just tick a box and it is done. Navigation menus can be either text, image based, DHTML or Flash.

Page Alias

Page alias may be created which allow you to run advertisements or promotions on one of your current
web pages. Using a page alias you can better quantify your advertising investment by measuring the

response received.

Tree View Control

The tree view control within Vadmin 3.0 Content Management System resembles the structure used

within the website navigation.

This feature allows website administrators to maintain websites with large amounts of content and pages
easily.

Content Expiry

Content blocks support expiry options. Users can be notified when a content block has expired and

needs to be updated or the content block can be automatically removed from the website.
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